SPORTS 

Devin Funchess 
is facing the most 
important year 
of his life æ 
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Soft shell crabs 
might become 
your seafood 
obsession 6a 
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Budget plan lets cities, towns pay 
for schools, including charters 


BY JIM MORRILL 
AND ANN DOSS HELMS 


jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
ahelms@charlotteobserver.com 


North Carolina’s proposed 
budget includes a provision that 
not only makes it easier for 
Mecklenburg County towns to 
create their own charter schools 
but allows cities across the state 
to use tax money for public 
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pay raises for teachers, principals, 4A 

@ 35 CMS schools targeted for extra money 
in N.C. budget, 7A 


schools. 

The provision is an effort to 
fix what was described as a flaw 
in a bill that would allow Mat- 
thews and Mint Hill to create 


their own charter schools. But it 
could have far-reaching effects, 
since generally only the state 
and counties currently fund 
schools. 

“This is a monumental policy 
change in North Carolina that is 
receiving very little vetting,” 
said Scott Mooneyham, director 
of public affairs for the N.C. 
League of Municipalities. “Con- 
stitutionally the state has a duty 


to operate and fund schools. ... 
Sometime down the road does 
this result in a statutory shift of 
some of that responsibility?” 

The provision is in a bill being 
fast-tracked through the Gener- 
al Assembly in a process that 
does not allow for changes. The 
budget is expected to be ap- 
proved this week. 

The budget bill opens the 
door for districts and charter 


schools to ask municipal govern- 
ments to pony up for anything 
from school resource officers to 
custodians to teacher pay sup- 
plements, said Charles Jeter, a 
former state legislator who 
works as government relations 
coordinator for Charlotte-Meck- 
lenburg Schools. 

“Tt’s the damnedest thing I’ve 
ever seen,” said Jeter, who 
planned to meet with CMS 
board leaders and Superintend- 
ent Clayton Wilcox Tuesday 
afternoon to discuss the ram- 
ifications. 

The flaw in House Bill 514, a 
local bill that would allow the 
south suburban towns of Mat- 
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Parents of daughters killed 
by drunken driver file suit 


Courtesy of Cathy Hocking 


Cathy Hocking poses with her daughters, Kelsey Richardson, left, and Karli Richardson, right, in a prom 
photo. In their lawsuit, the parents allege that an Arizona restaurant violated a series of liquor laws. 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


Cathy Hocking says it’s not 
greed that has driven her to 
start a legal fight 2,000 miles 
away from her Mooresville 
home. 

It’s respect. 

Respect, she says, for her two 
children. Respect for other 
families who, she says, would 
desperately want to avoid the 
hell in which she finds herself 
today. 

“Nobody wants my life,” 
Hocking says bluntly. “I don’t 
want another mother to live my 
life.” 

On the night of Good Friday 
2017, Karli and Kelsey Rich- 
ardson called home at 11 p.m. 
Mooresville time to tell Hock- 
ing that they loved her, and 
that they planned to leave 
Phoenix and drive through the 
night to watch the sun come up 
over the Grand Canyon. 

Six hours later, the sisters 
who had been inseparable for 
most of their lives, died togeth- 
er, too, - killed by a wrong-way 
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Cathy Hocking 


driver who investigators say 
had been drinking for 4 1/2 

hours at a nearby restaurant. 
Karli was 20; Kelsey was 18. 

The other driver, 21-year-old 
Keaton Allison, also died. He 
attended the same Christian 
college in Phoenix as Karli. The 
police report says that at the 
time of the collision, Allison 
was traveling at 80 mph ina 
65-mph zone down the wrong 
side of Interstate 17, with only 
his parking lights on. There 
were no skid marks at the crash 
scene. The Richardson girls 
never saw Allison coming. 

A friend who had been drink- 
ing with Allison that night at 
the nearby Mellow Mushroom 
on Happy Valley Road told an 
Arizona investigator that he 


was so worried about Allison’s 
sobriety that he waited outside 
the restaurant to make sure he 
didn’t drive home. 

Instead, the friend says he 
fell asleep in his car. When he 
awoke, Allison was gone. 

Within minutes, he was 
headed southbound down a 
northbound exit ramp onto I-17. 
Sarah Hanson, a passenger in a 
car at the same intersection, 
told police that her companion 
had to leave the road to avoid a 
sedan driven by a lone male, 
the accident report says. She 
said she thought the other driv- 
er would realize his mistake, 
stop and turn around. 

He never did. At 2:10 a.m., 
Allison’s car slammed into the 
Richardsons’ 2003 Pontiac Sun- 
fire, leaving it “unrecognizable,” 
according to the police report. 
Allison’s blood-alcohol level 
taken after his death was .25, 
more than three times Arizona’s 
legal limit. The medical exam- 
iner’s report says the sisters had 
not been drinking. 

“Point-two-five - are you 
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STUART LEAVENWORTH: McClatchy 
Tumbleweeds roll past Ancestry's headquarters in Lehi, Utah. Over the 
past six years, Ancestry has grown to become the world's largest 
DNA-testing company. Officials there say customer trust is a top priority. 


Ancestry has history of 
reneging on promises to 
customers and partners 


BY STUART LEAVENWORTH 
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com 


PROVO, UTAH 

Paul B. Allen was there during 
the early days of Ancestry.com, 
when he helped launch a com- 
pany to popularize family histo- 
ry research, and do it on a new- 
fangled platform - the internet. 

Since the 1990s, he has 
watched Ancestry.com evolve 
from scrappy Utah startup to 
Wall Street darling, adding one 
of world’s fastest-growing con- 
sumer services, DNA testing, to 
its records-search capabilities. 

He talks like a proud father, 
but he is also torn up by what 
his corporate offspring has be- 
come. 

“It is actually very painful to 
see a company bought and sold 
by private equity, without regard 
to founders, employees and 
customers,” Allen said while 
sitting at a picnic table near the 
company’s old corporate head- 
quarters in Provo. 

Ancestry.com officials say 
that customer trust is a top pri- 
ority, one reason that more than 
5 million people have spit in a 
tube and paid $70 to $100 to 
have their genetic data analyzed 
by Ancestry. But over the last 
five years, the company has 
reneged on promises to custom- 
ers and partners in several in- 
stances. Allen and other former 
employees say this backtracking 


raises questions if the company 
will follow through on consumer 
privacy pledges as it develops 
the world’s largest DNA data- 
base. 

In 1998, when Allen was 
CEO, Ancestry.com launched 
MyFamily.com, a social network 
people could use to research 
their extended families. It was 
an immediate hit, attracting 1 
million registered users in 140 
days. By 2004, the year Face- 
book had first launched, MyFa- 
mily.com had attracted 1.5 mil- 
lion users, who posted photos 
and documents shared family 
stories, aided by the databases 
and search abilities that Ances- 
try.com had developed. 

Flash forward to 2014 - after 
Ancestry briefly had become a 
publicly traded company before 
being acquired by a private 
equity group. 

That was the year when the 
company announced it was 
closing down MyFamily.com. 
Customers were given a few 
months to download photos, but 
the company did not give 
customers any easy way to pre- 
serve conversations and ex- 
changes. 

Numerous customers were 
outraged, noting that the 
company’s website had promised 
not only unlimited storage space, 
but technology to “keep all of 
your family memories safe and 
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